
Testimony to the House State Affairs Committee Opposing HB 7 and HB 20

April 12, 2023

Chairman Hunter, Vice Chairwoman Hernandez, and honorable Members of the House Committee on

State Affairs, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Esther Reyes, and I am the

Director of Immigration Policy and Advocacy for the Children’s Defense Fund-Texas (CDF-TX). We are a

nonprofit children’s advocacy organization that believes no child is expendable and that advocates for

the right of all children and their families to be safe and healthy.

CDF-TX stands firmly against HB 20 and HB 7, two dangerous, anti-immigrant bills that would waste

billions of Texas taxpayer dollars while ignoring the critical challenges facing our state. Together, HB 20

and HB 7 will establish a racist, unconstitutional and unprecedented mandate to criminalize and

incarcerate Black and Brown migrants and further militarize border communities who are in fact among

the safest in the country.1

Already, the House has approved $4.6 billion for the next biennium on so-called “border security” efforts

like Operation Lone Star, a failed operation fueled by white supremacist rhetoric.2 Choosing fear over

facts, state leadership is wasting billions of dollars on deadly and ineffective deterrence policies while

ignoring the real problems facing Texas children and families, like teacher shortages, student mental

health needs, and the child care crisis.

School districts across Texas are scrambling to hire teachers. A 2022 survey by the Texas State Teacher

Association found that seventy percent of teacher-members were “seriously considering leaving the

profession.”3 According to the National Center for Educational Statistics, Texas teacher salaries currently

rank in the bottom 10 states across the country.4 For $4.6 billion, we could increase teacher salaries by

$10,800, an important step in stopping the mass exodus of teachers. Because when teachers leave,

children suffer.

Parents in Texas have concerns about their children’s mental health, and many are looking to their

children’s schools for support. According to the U.S. Department of Education, 3 out of every 4 school

districts in the southern region, including Texas, report that parents are worried about their children’s

social, emotional and mental health.5 State leadership can do more to address this crisis. For the sum of

$4.6 billion, we could provide each school district in Texas $3.3 million for mental health services and
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meet the ratio of school psychologists to students recommended by the National Association of School

Psychologists.6

We know that every dollar spent on early childhood education returns $7 in long-term benefits for

children, families, and our society.7 Yet, our child care system is in crisis with 44% of child care programs

likely to close within the next year and many families unable to pay more and early childhood providers

unable to earn less.8

Keeping our children safe and secure by actually investing directly in them – in proven evidence based

ways that support their safety – should be simple enough, but children can’t vote.

Fundamentally, we need to rethink how Texas leaders approach keeping Texas’ children and families safe

and secure. But let us call this bill what it is: an overtly racist effort to further criminalize immigrant

families and border communities at the expense of tackling the real challenges Texas children and

families are facing.
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